Alzheimer

FOR IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION AND FEEDBACK

The Honourable Christy Clark The Honourable Darrel Dexter
Premier of British Columbia Premier of Nova Scotia

Chair, Council of the Federation Vice-Chair, Council of the Federation
P.O. Box 9041 P.O. Box 726

Station Provincial Government Halifax, Nova Scotia

Victoria, British Columbia B3J 2T3

V8W 9E1 premier@gov.ns.ca

premier@gov.bc.ca

Dear Minister Premier Clark and Premier Dexter:

Today, more than ever, we need a national strategy to address the rapidly escalating challenges of Alzheimer’s disease and other
dementias. Canada’s programs including research funding, support and income assistance cannot keep pace with the mounting
health, economic and social impacts of this devastating disease.

The current economic impact of dementia is $15 billion each year growing to $153 billion within a generation. Our detailed report,
Rising Tide: The Impact of Dementia on Canadian Society describes the details of the issue and provides solutions.

The Alzheimer Society believes that immediate action by the federal, territorial and provincial governments is needed in three key
areas: better support for caregivers, improved brain health, and greater integration of health care services. We know with certainty that
there is broad public support for a range of solutions to improve Canada’s health system, in particular for those with dementia. The
Alzheimer Society expects that during the upcoming negotiations of the Health Accord, serious consideration will be given to the impact
of dementia and solutions that we propose.

On behalf of the over 500,000 Canadians with dementia and their caregivers, the Alzheimer Society will continue to work with all
government representatives to share viable solutions to this complex issue and collaborate with all partners to ensure that the health
system is sustainable and responsive to the needs of all Canadians.

Sincerely,
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Naguib Gouda Leslie A. Beck
Chief Executive Officer Volunteer President
Alzheimer Society of Canada Alzheimer Society of Canada
Copiesto:

Minister of Health (The Honourable Leona Aglukkag, P.C.,M.P.)
Provincial and Territorial Premiers
Provincial and Territorial Ministers of Health
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Signatories:

Jean Blake

Chief Executive Officer

Alzheimer Society of B.C.

300 - 828 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 1E2

Bill Gaudette

Chief Executive Officer

Alzheimer Society of Alberta & NWT
10531 KingswayAve.

Edmonton, AB T5H 4K1

Joanne Bracken

Chief Executive Officer

Alzheimer Society of Saskatchewan
#301 2550 12th Avenue

Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 3X1

Sylvia Furch Rothney

Chief Executive Officer
Alzheimer Society of Manitoba
#10-120 Donald Street
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4G2

Corinne Hendricken-Eldershaw

Chief Executive Officer

Alzheimer Society of PEI

166 Fitzroy Street Charlottetown, PEI C1A 7K4

Shirley Lucas

Executive Director

Alzheimer Society of NF & Labrador
687 Water St.

St. John's, NF A1A 1E5

Gale Carey

Chief Executive Officer,

Alzheimer Society of Ontario

20 Eglinton Avenue West, 16th Floor Toronto, ON M5R
2A5

Michelle Chalifoux

Executive Director

Federation quebecoise des societes Alzheimer

5165, Sherbrooke ouest, bureau 222 Montreal, Quebec,
H4A 1T6

Chandra MacBean

Executive Director

Alzheimer Society of New Brunswick

320 Maple Street, Suite 100, Fredericton, NB E3A 3R4

Lloyd O. Brown

Executive Director

Alzheimer Society of Nova Scotia

6009 Quinpool Rd., Suite 300 Halifax, NS B3K 5J7
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