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Today over 19,000 people in Saskatchewan are living with dementia.  While 
the numbers themselves are compelling, the impact on the individuals and 
their families involved can be devastating. The number of people affected 
by dementia is rising. We can confidently report our impact as a Society is 
growing too. More people came to the Alzheimer Society for help last year 
than in any previous year.  

As Saskatchewan’s leading non-profit providing programs and support for 
people affected by dementia, the Alzheimer Society is committed to our 
mission of offering help for today and hope for tomorrow for those affected. 
That’s why we understood it was critical for us not only to provide our services, 
but to ensure they were having the desired impact on people affected by 
dementia. 

This past year we undertook client satisfaction surveys to understand: the 
quality of the services we provide to clients; how they get connected to us; 
the services they participate in; the impact our services have on caregivers; 
and, the overall satisfaction with our services.  We are pleased to report that 
82% of our clients agree or strongly agree that they are satisfied with our 
services and 90% would recommend our services to a family member or 
friend.  

Reaching out to our stakeholders provided valuable information that helped 
us set our priorities for the provincial election and our call for a Dementia 
Action Plan that is focused on improving access to an accurate and timely 
diagnosis and support and services to people with dementia and family 
caregivers.  This information will be foundational as we develop our new 
strategic plan and priorities for the next three years.  

More than ever we count on the people of Saskatchewan to support us in 
our essential work.  Even in times of economic downturn, families affected 
by dementia need support.  The economic challenges are very real across 
Saskatchewan and the Alzheimer Society was not exempted from them as we 
experienced a reduction in donations resulting in a deficit for fiscal 2015-2016.  

We are mindful of the challenges that lie ahead: the need to continue 
to increase financial support for the growing number of people affected by 
dementia who reach out for help and support to the Alzheimer Society;  the 
need for a provincial Dementia Action Plan to address accurate and timely 
diagnosis and support for people living with the disease and family caregivers; 
and the need for a cure.

With your continued support there is help for today and hope for tomorrow.

Ron Kruzeniski      Joanne Bracken
Board President     Chief Executive Officer



Programs and Services

Providing help for today 

for people affected  

by dementia 

Advocacy

Keeping dementia on

the public agenda and in 

community conversations

In the last year the Alzheimer Society had a 14 per cent 
increase in the number of clients served through our 
programming. Our First Link program had a 16 per cent 
increase in referrals from physicians and specialists.

We have 39 support groups in the province – 3 of the 
groups are for People with Dementia (PWD). One of 
the group is delivered via Telehealth. In addition, we 
have 36 caregiver support groups – 2 of these are via 
Telehealth. We have 5 Coffee Clubs for PWD and family 
members.  Our volunteer hosts of these groups receive 
the facilitator training.  
 
Our Support Group Facilitators training is held semi-
annually.  Seventy seven per cent of our Support Group 
Facilitators have received training.  

A hightlight of the year was our Heads Up for Healthier 
Brains Public Form with Dr. Samir Sinha Director of 
Geriatrics from Mount Sinai and Provincial Lead for the 
Ontario Strategies.  Over 170  people in 72 sites learned 
more about the Myths and Realities of Aging and How to 
Live to 100! n

This year offered the oppportunity to keep the issues of 
dementia and caregiving on the public agenda with the 
provincial election held in April. We created an election 
strategy and developed the Vote Dementia website to inform 
people about our priorities and encourage them to engage 
with their local candidates about dementia and caregiving as  
provincial health care issues.

Our positioning was done in collaboration with people with 
dementia, family caregivers, health care professionals through 
our Dementia Advisory Networks, focus groups and surveys to 
develop priorities for the provincial election.

We saw a continued growth in audience and reach of 
supporters and advocates through our social media and digitial 
platforms. Our Facebook audience increased by 41% and the 
number of visitors to our website increased by 44%. n
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“You know, I think 

that is the nicest thing 

you’ve ever done for 

me – getting me 

involved with  

these people.”

From one of the participants to her care partner as they drove home after the last 
class of our Minds in Motion pilot project in Saskatoon. The successful pilot had  
50 participants in three sessions.



Fund Development

Engaging donors

in our work  

and mission

Research

Making long term

investments for a cure

and better treatments
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Our research commitment totaled $279,400 
last year. In addition to our assessed amount 
of funding to the Alzheimer Society Research 
Program, we invested an additional $82,000.  
$100,000 was invested in support of Dr. 
Darrell Mousseau, Research Chair in ADRD at 
the University of Saskatchewan. Our funding 
was matched by the Saskatchewan Health 
Research Foundation (SHRF) – making a 
total investment of $200,000 in the cure in 
Saskatchewan.

Other research highlights include the establishment 
of a new partnership with the Rural Dementia Action 
Research (RaDAR) to evaluate the effectiveness of 
our outreach to physicians that is part of our First 
Link Program ™. n

“When I was contacted about  
volunteering for the Walk, I knew I had 
to do it. You just have to make time for 
the things you feel strongly about. . .
I am the type of person that receives 
by giving and I can’t think of  
anything better to put my heart and 
giving into.” – Dianne Davidson 

With 3 of every 4 dollars of revenue coming 
from donors, fund development is crucial 
to our work and mission. This past fiscal 
year we experienced an overall decline in 
donations received.

Like many other non-profits, ASOS is facing 
a highly competitive and ever changing 
marketplace for charitable giving. However 
our position remains strong, especially with 
key donors and sponsors. 

For example, the 2016 Walk for Alzheimer’s 
was our most successful Walk series to date, 
hosting Walks for 620 people up from 421 
in previous year – raising $175,000, up from 
$161,000.  In June 2016, we are expanding 
our Walk in Swift Current and adding a new 
location in Lloydminster. We are expecting 
upwards of 80 people participating in the 
these events. n



We are Saskatchewan’s leading non-profit providing  
support and programs to people affected by dementia.

We thank you for your trust in us. We recognize that transparency and accountability 
are the equity that a donor receives from us for their generous gift. That equity is a trust 
we cherish and a bond we protect by every measure we can.  You can be assured with 
confidence that the Alzheimer Society of Saskatchewan consistently and diligently employs 
best practices in financial accountability and transparency regarding our operations.  
A complete set of financial statements are available upon request.
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